IJPS Call for Papers
Special Issue on the Evolution of
Functional Traits in Plants: Is the
Giant Still Sleeping?
Guest Editors: Christina Caruso (University of Guelph), Chase Mason
(University of Central Florida), and Juliana Medeiros (Holden Arboretum)
In 2003, the International Journal of Plant Sciences published a special issue on the
evolution of functional traits in plants. This special issue was motivated by the
observation that the fields of plant ecophysiology and evolutionary biology were not
well integrated, leading to mistaken conclusions about the adaptive nature of plant
functional traits. The organizers of the 2003 special issue referred to the prospect of
integrating ecophysiology and evolution as “waking the sleeping giant”, and
assembled a collection of papers to encourage the next generation of
ecophysiologists to study the micro- and macroevolution of plant functional traits.
Now that 15 years have passed, is the giant awake, or still sleeping? To answer this
question, IJPS is producing a new special issue on the evolution of functional traits in
plants. In addition to invited contributions, IJPS is issuing an open call for submissions.
Papers should highlight the progress (or lack thereof) made over the last 15 years in
integrating the fields of ecophysiology and evolutionary biology, and describe
promising new avenues for research on the evolution of plant functional traits.
For a list of topics of particular interest, see the online announcement.

Submission Deadline: April 1, 2019
Submissions should follow the instructions for manuscript preparation on the IJPS
website: https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/journals/ijps/prep-gen
Authors who would like additional information about the special issue, or who would
like feedback on a potential manuscript, are encouraged to contact the guest editors at
christinamariecaruso@gmail.com (Chris Caruso), chasemason.evolution@gmail.com
(Chase Mason), or jmedeiros@holdenarb.org (Juliana Medeiros).
The International Journal of Plant Sciences has a distinguished history of publishing
research in the plant sciences since 1875. IJPS presents high quality, original,
peer-reviewed research from laboratories around the world in all areas of the plant
sciences.
Papers will be published online upon acceptance; in print early 2020.

